


1968 Club of Rome founded

1972 Club of Rome Limits to Growth 

1974 James Lovelock and Lynn Margulis Gaia hypothesis

1987 Brundtland Commission Our Common Future

1992 Earth Summit: Rio de Janeiro

UNFCCC (Climate Change) and Agenda 21 (Sustainable Development) 

1995 First COP (Berlin)

1997 Kyoto Protocol 

2000 Millennium Development Goals

2004 Agenda 21 for Culture

2005 Kyoto Protocol enters into effect

2009 Stockholm Resilience Centre Nine Planetary Boundaries 

2015 Sustainable Development Goals

2015 COP21 Paris Agreement

2016 Paris Agreement enters into force

2019 3 IPCC Reports, 1 IPBES

2020 Green Deal for Europe

2020 COP26
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METAPHORS

Culture 

• an engine of growth

• the pinnacle of our achievement

• nature transcendent 

Culture 

• a creative child

• an ecosystem

• a learner 

Jeremy Lent, The Patterning Instinct

Nature 

• a machine

• a hostile agent

• to be dominated

Copyright Julies Bicycle

Nature  

• a giving parent

• a web of life        

• a teacher



FRAMES

Nature has no intrinsic value
• should be conquered
• exploited 
• Engineered
• bought and sold

Everything is connected
• Humans are part of nature
• Earth is a holistic living organism
• Earth is creative beyond our imagination and 

humans have much to learn

Culture can conquer the world
• will drive economic growth  
• artistic priorities are supreme
• can buy, own, exploit, sell natural 

resources 

Culture is reliant on a thriving world
• is tangible and intangible heritage
• is dependent on the Earth 
• has much to learn from nature

Copyright Julies Bicycle



Julie’s Bicycle
Creative  Climate  Action

Creativity and culture powering environmental action



OUR OBJECTIVES

• Cultural activities are restorative & net zero carbon

• Culture inspires action on the climate & ecological crisis



Metrics



Creative Green Tools 
- carbon calculators specifically for culture (venues, tours, productions, festivals, etc.)

- ~5000 registered from 50 countries (40% international) 

www.ig-tools.com

largest evidence base for cultural impacts globally: ~5000 active users



• International carbon dataset for culture 

• Value metrics (well-being, commissions, actions)

• Library of guides, resources, case studies

• 4500 companies actively tracking & managing impacts



Growing knowledge



Research * Resources * Networks * Events



Taking Action



- 350 awards 

~100 consultancies





2012 –
22











• CO2 emissions down 35% 

• Direct energy consumption down by 23% 

• Financial savings of ~£16.5 million

• New skills and knowledge – clean technologies, goods 

& services, solutions & circular economy
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Creative Connections





ecoCultural policy



ADVOCACY 
PROGRAM

2017

Co-developed Art4Climate, a 
weekly spotlight on climate 
change

Writing a policy handbook and 
20 city profiles on how to better 
integrate culture and climate 
change. Building an 
international cities programme.

Facilitating a session 
on cities incubating 

cultural climate action

A European project 
supporting historic 
city centres to 
become labs for 
regeneration.

Developing responses for 

arts and culture leading 

climate action in cities



2019: World Cities tackling climate crisis thru’ culture  

https://www.juliesbicycle.com/resource-tackling-climate-through-culture-2019

https://www.juliesbicycle.com/resource-tackling-climate-through-culture-2019


Photo by Flickr user aaddaamn, published under Creative Commons CC BY 2.0

WHAT IS A MOVEMENT?



Attitudes and actions of UK cultural leaders on climate change and 

environmental sustainability







Creative Climate Movement
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WORK

Creative Climate Movement



Creative Climate Movement



Daughters of the Curry Revolution by Afreena

Islam, SICK! Festival (Photo by Tamsin Drury)

Creative Climate Movement

and  JUSTICE



Creative Climate Movement



Creative Climate Movement

DE SIGN & 

INNOVATION



Creative Climate Movement

POLICY 

CHANGING



COLLABORATION



Strengthening the Movement



A global network of

artists and cultural leaders 





How change happens

ACTION LEADERSHIP
NEW CREATIVE ECOLOGY

UNDERSTANDING

01 02 03 04

L I T E R A C Y  A N D  

C A PA C I T Y

TAKING 
ACTION

L EA D I N G  A N D  

S H A R I N G

LO W  C A R B O N  

EC O N O M Y

The rocks are beyond slow, beyond strong, and yet yielding 

to a soft, green breath as powerful as a glacier, the mosses 

wearing away their surfaces grain by grain, bringing them 

slowly back to sand. Robin Wall Kimmerer


